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System to System Working Session

October 9, 2003
Time: 2:00 – 4:00pm

Place: HHH Building, Room 505A

1. Introduction – Mr. Ray Kalantar of the System Integration Team convened the meeting at 2:03 p.m. and announced that this would be a working session with the opportunity for Q&A.  He then gave a brief update on the test plan. He also advised attendees that after the initial test run with USDA, similar tests at other agencies would be useful for those agencies as they prepare to work with Grants.gov. 

2. The first agenda item discussed was the Grants.gov Core schema. Mr. Kalantar advised everyone to review the release notes at www.Grants.gov/pmo_ITIntegration.html.  The release notes highlight the following changes:

· The Core schema initially included two schemas - award agency and submittal. These two schemas have been combined to form one.  

· The AOR fax number and AOR phone number have been added to the Core schema.

· The SOAP with attachments replaces the SOAP envelope and the processing of attachments has been changed.  The attachment had been embedded into the form, but has been made a separate attachment in order to simplify its use. 

· The header and footer schema had changes made to file names and versioning.          

3. The second item discussed was the latest Web Services Description Language (WSDL).  The original WSDL did not meet some requirements of the Core schema, so revisions have been made to several items including naming conventions, versioning, values, and the function that notifies that an application is ready for agency pick-up and review. (See updated WSDL at www.Grants.gov/pmo_ITIntegration.html.) The WSDL should not be used for dynamic binding. 

4. The last item discussed was the test plan. Attendees were advised that Grants.gov wants to begin a dialogue with the agency’s technical staff to make sure that there are no configuration problems. Grants.gov will provide DUNS numbers and act as the Business Contact in the CCR so CCR registration will not be needed for the testing. There will be three major test cases taking place: 1) connectivity; 2) installing digital certificates and getting application from Grants.gov; and 3) assigning agency tracking numbers when agency receives and sends an application. 

5. The session concluded with a Q&A session (see System-to-System FAQs document).
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